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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Hello Museums Alaska members,

As spring finally arrives here in Alaska, we turn our thoughts to summer activities and adventures. | hope tha
some of you plan to travel around Alaska and will visit some of our wonderful museums and cultural centers.
Please remember that your Museums Alaska membership card will get you into most Alaska museums free |
that museum is a member of Museums Alaslep carry that card with you
renewed your membership please take a moment do so now. Make sure your museum is also a member.
Thanks!!

While you are making sure your Museums Alaska membership card is in your wallet for summer travels,
please note the Alaska Museums Summer Exhibitions and Events section of this néwgtetiemfo for
you, your guests, and to share with others.

| also want to take a moment to remind each of you of a serious issue we all face. We have all been thinking
about the March 11 earthquake, tsunami and the aftermath of those disasters and the terrible situation the J:
nese people are in now. Living in tRéng of Fireas we do it is critically important that we have emergency

pl ans for our homes and the places where we worKk
gency/disaster plans and schedule training with your staff. Please, please get those emergency supplies gat
ered at your hou$ athome and atsvorka\Wd will lhave gpMusepnaDisaster Prepared-
ness and Emergency Response workshop at our fall meeting in September so please plan to attend if you ne
this training. You can find more information on Emergency Preparedness at the following sites:

T American Association of Museuragou must be an AAM member to access their February 2011 Compre-
hensive Resources for Emergency Preparedness and Recovery)

T American Association for State and Local Histbrpok under their Other Resources Resource Links on
the left side of their home page

1 Preparedness at Hotheheck out information on www.ready.gov, www.fema.gov/areyouready, or
www.emergency.cdc.gov

1 Alaska State Museudyou can always rely on Scott Carrlee for support and information on emergency
preparedness. Feel free to contact him at: Scott Carrlee, Curator of Museum Services, Alaska State Mu-
seum, 18889136873 (in Alaska only), 904654806, Scott.carrlee@alaska.gov

Take Care, plan well, and happy travels,

Cheers,
Allison
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Preliminary
ALASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY/MUSEUMS Information is now
ALASKA available at the
JOINT ANNUAL CONFERENCE Museums Alaska website
September 22 to 24, 2011 www.museumsalaska.org
VALDEZ, ALASKA
Our conference will take place at

the Valdez Convention and Civic
Center, the Valdez Museum &
Historical Archive, and at the

Maxine and Jesse Whitney Museum.

Conference Calendar

All conference information,
registration material, and relevant forms
will be posted on-line at

www.museumsalaska.org
8 June 1: Donna Matthews Professional Devel-
opment Scholarship applications available
8 June 1: Award Nominations - nomination
forms available
s July 1: Conference Registration begins P
o July 1: Scholarship Applications due L
8 August 1: Award Nominations due
o August 31: Early Conference Registration

ends
o September 1: Late Conference Registration
begins

o Wednesday Sept. 21: Pre-conference Work-  MatTe & Jesse —
shops WHITNEY MUSEUM
o Thursday Sept. 22 to Saturday Sept. 24:
Conference Sessions

Val dez Convention andc

fIl o
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Why Membership Matters

In the giant expanse &laskawhere travel is expensive and time consuming, where
professional development opportunities can be hard to reach, and a knowledgeable colleague
YIe fAQOS KdzyRNBRA 2F YAfES& gl &> adzaSdzya |
the years | have learned a great deal from the network of colleagues Museums Alaska
provides. And when | can make it to the annual meeting, sitting in a room full of people who
understand words like deaccession is revitalizing. Museums Alaska provides connection. It lin
lfFa1l Qda RAALISNBSRX o0dzi RSRAOI SR Ydza Sdzy |
mountain range there is someone who has probably faced a similar issue.

Amy Steffian
Deputy Director
Alutiig Museum

Donot tHheDogna Matthews Professional Development Fund
scholarship program is supported by your winning bid at the Silent Auctign
during our annual conference. Please think of something you might donate as
an auction item and dono6t forgefl Yy
conference. Let me know if you would like to donate something for the
auction.Thanks,Allison

PLEASE NOTE

YOUR 2011 MEMBERSHIP MUST BE RENEWED BY AUGUST 31 TO
RECEIVE THE MEMBERSHIP RATE FOR REGISTRATION AT OUR
ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

<
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Welcome
to the
Simon Paneak

Anaktuvuk Pass,
Alaska

by Vera Kalik Woods,
Museum Curator

Photograph courtesy of Vera Woods

This local history museum is dedicated to the Nunamiut people and future Nunamuit genera-
tions. Our museum first opened in September 26, 1986 in a’fd@0building with just a gallery
and a library/office wing.

In July 13, 2010 the Museum-opened after a great deal of renovation and expansion to a much

|l arger 1l og cabin style building. Our new .1i I
shop, and a dedicated collection storage robhave a new office wing with windows.

At our opening, our honored guests were North Slope Borough Honorable Mayor Edward Itt d

his staff, Planning Dept and staff and the Inupiat History Language Commissioners, and ma

favorable visitors. .

With this new building we have a great opportunity to develop new exhibitions with new
technology and innovative techniques. Although our old exhibit featured dowetl mannequin
of a tall Nunamiut man in full Nunamiut caribou clothing, our new exhibitions will feature
traditional Nunamiut lifestyles shown through new displays with digital photo galleries, an
information kiosk including additional reading and research materials about the Nunamiut a
Brooks Range, and much more.

Our exhibition team included myself, local elders Raymond Paneak, Anna and James Nage
former curator Grant Spearman, Pat Partnow (Partnow Associates), our museum designer
Brace, and Bob Banghart, (Alaska State Museum). Our nadddieation of the Museum with our|
full exhibition is scheduled for Septembef"28011. We hope you all can make it to this great
event. This may include a community feast, awards, and Eskimo dancing.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me ahtreFaneak Memorial
Museum, PO Box 21085, Anaktuvuk Pass, Alaska 99721, 907.661.3413

vera.woods@nortklope.orgor http://spmm.nsithlc.com
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McCarthy & Kennicott

Copper River & Northwestern Railway (CR&NW)

Centennial Celebration
July 8-10, 2011

Dondt miss the Centennial Celebration commpgmo
River & Northwestern Railway from Cordova to Kennecott in 1911-$ponsored by the
McCarthy- Kennicott Historical Museum, the Wrangell Mountains Center and the National
Park Service, this historic weekend will look much like days of old when a parade of antique
auto mushers from Anchorage and Fairbanks arrive in town. With the cooperation of the
Transportation & Industry Museum of Alaska we expect to have a 1938 Chevroletrai&y

bus (Photograph 1 below) and a railroad speeder on theestifitent CR & NW rails. Dave Sy-
ron has gone to great lengths to arrange for the return of these historic vehicles to our town
for the summer. Kenny Smith has stories to tell about playing in both of these vehicles as a
child.

Photograph 1: Autdrailer Bus. Courtesy of McCartkgennecott Historical Museum

Story continues on page 8
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Sitka Historical Society and Museums
welcomes
Jacqueline Fernandez
Curator of Exhibits and Collections

Sitka Daily Sentinel Photo by James Poulson

SITKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT

Jackie Fernandez (right) is the new curator at the Sitka Historical Society & Museum. She holds up

a recently framed original painting of St. Michael's Cathedral done by Paulina Cohen in the 1890's, as the mi
seumOés former curator, Ashl ey Ki regebuéve direcfol,leckon) an
Kircher returned to Sitka from Washington, DC, to assist FernandeZohegtions Management Assessment
(CMAP). The project is part of a larger Organizational Effectiveness Grant that the Sitka Historical Society
and Museum was awarded by the Rasmuson Foundation. This grant will include approximately $35,000 to ir
plement the eventual recommendations from the CMAP, via the American Association of Museums.

AN 5 Bt 2 :
R ——ts

g, used with permission

‘Nancy Taylor Stonington paintin
of the Sitka Historical Society

Museums Alaska Network April 2011 7



Centennial Celebration (continued from page 6)

Photograph 2 shows on Dick Andersonds Grandpa
is a local historian, long time Historical Museum board member and propantger in the McCarthy Creek
sub-division.

Fred Ahrens
McCarthy Section Foreman
for the CR&NW Railroad /
circa 1920 f

i/

Photograph 2: Fred Ahrens on CR&NW speeder in McCarthy, Alaska. Photo courtesy of Md@mtlwott Historical Museum

for a decade, presumably driving the speeder in his work much the same as rdagiegmployees drive
company cars. Dickods mot her, Margaret Anna, W
poration Hospital. Later she attended the little school on the hill where Mrs. Harris was the teacher. T

rett. Recently our volunteer Museum Docent Pa
stead and twisted bed springs in the vicinity
seum. Pat surmises the bed may have belonged to the Ahrens family. Maybe we will find out who sle
little bed during the centennial celebration. What a find and what fun to have our youngest generation
McCarthy already in hot pursuit of our historic pas€@éntennial Celebratsbory continues on page 10)

Fred Ahrens arrived in McCarthy with his wife in 1916 or 1917. He worked as McCarthy Section foreman

as
e

Ahrens lived near the depot and locomotive turntable on land rented from McCarthy homesteader, Jopn Bar-

t G
of
Dt in the

n
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JUNEAU CELEBRATES MUSEUM DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 2011

A Day at Juneauds Musjelums

Another spring has arrived and all of the local museums are opening
their doors for you, your family and friends to visit free of charge, see
new exhibits and take in some fun free activities before the summer
rush begins.

The following Juneau institutions are participating:

Alaska State Museum
Juneau Douglas City Museum
The Last Chance Mining Museum
Aunt Cl audiads Dol | s e
St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church
Canvas Art Studio

Alaska State Museum

This year Juneau Museum Day is being held in conjunction the Juneau Maritime Festival
and Douglas Arbor Day making this a full and eventful afternoon of festivities in downtown
Juneau between noon and 5 p.m. on Saturday, May 14.

In addition to the great summer exhibits on hats and early photography, the Alaska State
Museum will have special hat making projects and hands-on learning about old photo-
graphic processes as part of the fun. The museum will also feature video clips from other
museums around the state shown on Science on a Sphere. The Sphere allows museum
visitors to view, in realistic 3-D, highly technical research data about geography, weather
conditions, sea ice conditions, glaciations, earthquakes, continental drift, tsunamis, vegeta-
tion patterns, animal migrations, and even air traffic control.

We hope to have a free shuttle that will take visitors between the sites with a stop at Marine
Park for those that wish to also attend the Maritime Festival activities.

We look forward to seeing you on Juneau Museum Day!
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Centennial Celebration (continued from page 8)

The CR & NW Depot shown in Photograph 3 was the original McCarthy Depot at the end of the CR & NW
line. Only employees of the Kennecott Copper Corporation were allowed to get off the train in the comppany
town. In a fall 1924 issue @ur Town a headl i ne read OHurray Fol ks!
contrast to the old ramshackle thing which hals b
now home to the McCarthyKennicott Historical Museum, open from Memorial Day until Labor Day. Fo
more information on Centennial plans, contachw2011@gmail.com

Photograph 3: McCarthy Depot. Courtesy of McCattgnnecott Historical Museum

Photograph courtesy of National Park Service Photo Gallery, WraBgedtlias National Park and Preserve,

Www. nps.gov/wrst/photosmultimedia/index.htm
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