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Celebrating Change
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been rewarding because | was able to work with colleagues | have known for
many years. It has given me opportunities to meet up and coming museum
professionals from many museums across the state. Working with the Board
of Directors has been a pleasure because they are committed to building
relationships and supporting a strong community of museums. We then can
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understanding of our world.

Museums Alaska applauds the appointment of Bob Banghart as the Chief
Curator at the Alaska State Museum. Heas the experience and clear vision of
our srnusetns,®de needs and the potential of our organizations as
educational and cultural resources. Museums Alaska looks forward to many
years of productive collaboration with him.

This Network s our annual meeting issue. Many thanks to the savvy
leadership of Zoya Johnson, the Host Committee and the generous sponsors
who made Unalaska an@Encounters:Where East Meets Weanh extraordi-
nary conference! The speakers, presentations, seafood receptions, and the
total community involvement made this conference the model for all future
meetings. Congratulations to the eight 2009 Professional Development Fund
awardees. They each wrote an article in this issue to demonstrate how the
sessions, lectures, and workshops meet our diversity of needs.

Thank you to all the contributors for submitting articles and photo-
graphs. This is the first timeNetwork includes an Annual Report with the
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Wanda Chin, for volunteering to design and assemble this issue. She has
added some new features, as well as linked some of the stories with associ-
ated web pages.

Finally | welcome Allison Young McLain, our new Executive Director
who will lead Museums Alaska starting in December 2009. Allison comes to
the job with a strong background of working and building a diverse commu-
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rate and work together. Congratulations Allison, and | wish you and Muse-
ums Alaska much prosperity.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Russia to Alaska: Forging New Collaborations

By Aron Crowell, Director of the Arctic Studies Center

Yuri Berezkin, Curator of the American Collections, Peter the Great Museum
of Anthropology and Ethnology (MAE) in St. Petersburg, Russia was invited by
Sven Haakanson, Director of the Alutiiq Museum (Kodiak) to be the keynote
speaker for the Museums Alaska annual meetings in Unalaska, AK.
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lections housed at the MAE, including some of the Alutiig material. He showed
objects that many of us had never seen before. It was eye opening just to recog-
nize the extent and quality of the collections and the sheer number of Alaskan
material they have. Yuri gave a very welcoming presentation on behalf of MAE,
and he modeled the collaboration they are fulfilling with Haakan-
son and the Alutiig Museum.

He followed this presentation with a session entitledn-
ternational Museums and Alaska Native Community Collaboratipns
led by Haakanson and Aron Crowell. Berezkin talked more about
the MAE, the directorship, the philosophy and the history of the
museum so we could get a better idea of how collaborations might
be organized. Berezkin emphasized that collaborative projects are
still new, even though the MAE has been working with Haakanson
for several years.

This exchange with Berezkin was the first step in facilitat-
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visit was historic because not many Russian museum scholars
come to American conferences. He hopes his presence will be in-
strumental in forging additional collaborations, perhaps through
the auspices of Museums Alaska. Our experience and organization
can help foster new relationships with the MAE and other Russian
museums.

Top: Aleut [of Kodiak Island} in Festival Dregs Dem-
onstrating how they hiagtMikhail Tikhanov,
1817. Scientific Research Museum of the Museum

of the Academy of Arts, Moscow The Alutiig Museum is working with
the MAE to help publish their collection of
Middle: Haakanson sketches out what he sges inover 700 Sugpiat / Alutiiq objects obtained
order to learn more about each ebyscty N. between 1784-1867. Museum Director
Jackinsky. Sven Haakanson and a group of Alutiiq
Below: Contemporary spruce root hat (Alutiiq style Iders and artists are traveling to St.

by Janice Criswell and Steve Henriksoby Steve etersburg to work with hundreds of
Henrikson artifacts collected from south central Alaska R

during the Russian period, and in the
—== process, rediscover elements of traditional
art and inspire contemporary artists.

We are not seeking repatriation of:
these objects. What we do is builda &
long term relationship so that we can
continue to share knowledge of each|
piece and hopefully present an exhibi=

tion in the future. Alutiiq bird skin paaE,
St. Petersburgoto by Bagcwayne
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Sven Haakanson, Director

Alutiiq Museum  vjie thtuseum of Anthropology

and Ethnology
http://www.kunstkamera.ru/en/
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Where East Meets West

The Peter the Great Museum has four Aravenbod
representing an Alaska Native art form that had vanished by
1825. A study of the handful of surviving robes helped inspire
a revival movement in the 1990s, and today, ravens tail rega-
lia is commonly seen at ceremonies.

Right: Collected by Ismailov and Bocharov at
Lituya Bay, 1788. MAE 2520

Alaska to Russia: Museums
Share the Kunstkamer a
Alaska Native Collections

By Steve Henrikson, Curator of Collections,
Alaska State Museum

Sven Haakanson (Alutiig Museum) and Steve Henrikson (Alaska State Museum) reported on
their work relating to the Alaska Native collections at the Kunstkamerathe Peter the Great Mu-
seum of Anthropology and Ethnology (MAE) in St. Petersburg (http://www.kunstkamera.ru/
en/). Alaska Native elders and artists consider theollections of theKunstkameraas a unique and
central source in the study of history and art. Whileeveryone young and old aspires to take a trip
to St. Petersburgaccess is difficult and expensive. While only a small percentage of twlection
has ever been published, the collection has been very influential in the study, preservation and
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grant access to the collections to a small

number of artists / scholars. Today, new ef-
forts are underway to bring teams of Native
artists and scholars to St. Petersburg study
more thoroughly the museum's holdings and
return to Alaska some of the knowledge they
embody. At the same time, the collection is
enhanced by being interpreted by the de-
scendents of the objects makers, who pro-
vide a critical layer of analysis and interpre-
tation, adding their voices to the generations
of Russian scholars who have cared for the
collections for several centuries, through a
revolution and two world wars.

Yur i Berezki
was supported a grant from
Alaska Humanities Forum

Ceremonial presentation of a mdaermvenstail robe a
meeting of the Ravenstail Weavers Guild in Ke
Photo by Steve Henriks!
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