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2022 was an eventful year! Thank
you to everyone who helped make
it all happen. 
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Museums Alaska is a statewide professional association that
strengthens museums and cultural centers and enhances

public understanding of their value through training,
networking, professional development opportunities, grant

programs, and advocacy. 
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From the President

GET IN TOUCH

As my tenure with Museums Alaska comes to an end, I look back over the past six years and can
honestly say that I am extremely grateful to have had the privilege and honor to serve the
Alaska cultural heritage community. I have seen board members come and go, the transition
from one Executive Director to another, each leaving their own mark on the organization and
for the better. It has been a wonderful journey to see the organization grow to become more
sustainable so that we can better support our membership in adapting to their community
needs as they respond to the continuing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, national socio-
political movements, and statewide natural disasters.

Museums Alaska continues to focus on its sustainability by maintaining our strong partnership
with the Rasmuson Foundation while increasing and diversifying our relationships with
organizations that can make us stronger. This past year we have developed new partnerships
with the First Alaskans Institute, the Alaska Native Heritage Center, and the National Emerging
Museum Professionals network. In 2023, we also created a new grant program in partnership
with the CIRI Foundation and the Henry Luce Foundation that will better serve the Alaska
Native artist community by connecting them with museums throughout the state.

Under Dixie's guidance and dedication, the organization has gained recognition through her
ongoing participation and collaboration with the Council of State Museum Associations,
American Alliance of Museums, and helping us to become a founding member of the Alaska
Heritage Emergency Museum Network. She continues to go above and beyond in advocating
for Alaska museums and furthering national conversations regarding DEIA initiatives within the
museum sector. The board recognizes her valuable contributions and is fortunate to have her
with the organization.

For us, 2022 was a successful year, however, the best is yet to come. The organization will
continue to leverage its partnerships for the betterment of the museum community, increase
its programming, and develop a new strategic plan that will address current and future needs
of Alaska museums. 

I will be sad to leave Museums Alaska but I know that I am leaving the organization with strong
leadership and meaningful goals for the future. 

Tsin'aen (Thank you) for your continued support of Museums Alaska,

Selena Ortega-Chiolero, President

From the Director

GET IN TOUCH

After a year and a half in this position, I feel like I'm finally settling in. Which is good, because
this year was a big one. We got a lot done thanks in part to the Alaska State Library opening
their IMLS funded ARPA grants to museums, which was amazingly generous of them.

As a result, both of our ARPA funded programs were launched and as per the quick deadline,
completed this year. We worked with First Alaskans Institute to develop a cohort for museum
staff participants to learn from Alaska Native speakers and discuss how to adapt their policies
and practices to better meet the needs of Alaska Native people. We also worked with the Alaska
State Museum to place eight paid summer interns at eight museums across the state.

In addition to our ARPA funded internship program, we worked on several other partnership
projects with the Alaska State Museum this year, including planning and launching a survey to
discover which organizations hold collections related to Alaska Native Boarding Schools,
managing travel for the in-person PACO cohort workshops, and participating in a convening to
plan the creation of a statewide cultural organization network for emergencies.

We also had a board convening in Juneau and got to know Juneau's amazing museums,
participated in three national advocacy days, and hosted our first in-person conference since
2019's Kodiak conference.

And did I mention the $325K we granted to museums and cultural centers across the state
through our longstanding Alaska Art Fund and Collections Management Fund? A huge thank
you, as always to Rasmuson Foundation, for funding our grant programs!

As I said, it was a busy year. But it was also a good one! Thank you to all of our funders,
members, supporters, and partners. We couldn't have accomplished all that we did without
you.

I look forward to what 2023 brings, 

Dixie Clough, Director

I am especially proud of
broadening our
community partnerships,
most notably with the
Alaska Native community
through Museums
Alaska's and the First
Alaskans Institute's
decolonization cohort.
Together we are repairing
relationships and building
stronger communities.

Selena Ortega-
Chiolero, President

It has been an honor to
serve Museums Alaska
and our members. I am
proud of our partnerships
to empower museums to
be more inclusive,
smarter, and stronger. 

Patricia Relay,
Treasurer

I am excited to continue
our work for museums
and cultural
organizations, especially
participating in
establishing a statewide
emergency network for
disaster preparedness
and protecting our
cultural heritage.

Bethany
Buckingham Follett,
Vice President

2022 Board

I'm proud of all of the
training opportunities
Museums Alaska has been
able to provide to our
members, from virtual
workshops to networking
events and conferences!

Scott Bartlett,
Secretary

The MA/FAI
decolonization cohort
program empowers
museums and cultural
centers to give voice to
the indigenous
perspective and tools
towards cultural,
psychological, and
economic freedom for
Alaskan Native
communities.

Sarah Harrington
The decolonization
cohort was an incredible
opportunity for AK
museums. The speakers
were thoughtful, open,
and generous. We had
the kind of discussions
that lead to change, and I
look forward to a
continued relationship
between MA and FAI.
And the webinars are all
available online!

Sarah Asper-Smith

 2022 highlights for me
included the in-person
events, workshops and
Valdez conference,
providing much needed
platforms to share
experiences and
strengthen networks.
Museums Alaska’s
partnership with ASM on
the PACO workshops
helped to bring
professionals from various
fields together to share
knowledge of emergency
preparedness. I look
forward to helping to
facilitate more of these
opportunities.

Sarah Owens

I'm honored to be able to
stay involved with the
museum community
through Museums Alaska.
I am very proud of the
work we do to help
museums and museum
professionals across
Alaska, from our grant
programs to our advocacy
at the state and national
level. I'm excited to
continue our work in the
coming year!

Kelly Gwynn
It has been exciting to
help Alaska Museums
and Cultural Centers
purchase Artworks and
objects for their
permanent collections
through the Alaska Art
Fund Grants. These
purchases support
Alaska Artists directly
and promote public
exhibition of their work. 

Betany Porter

We asked the board to let
us know what
programming they were
most proud of this year. 

I look forward to joining the
board because I'm
passionate about increasing
opportunities for Alaska
Native involvement in
museum work.

Nadia Jackinsky-Sethi

I am excited to join the
board because I'm
passionate about helping
other emerging museum
professionals (EMPS) in
Alaska excel in this field.

Ashley Bivin

After 10 years of working
with museums, I
understand the broad
needs and opportunities
facing our field. I am
honored to continue to
support museums in this
new capacity!

Christine Carpenter

New 2023
Board
Members

Ashley Bivin and Christine Carpenter will serve the final year of Sarah Harrington and
Scott Bartlett's board terms. Nadia Jackinsky-Sethi was elected to a full three-year term.

Bethany Buckingham Follett and Sarah Owens were also relected for their second terms.
Congratulations to all of our new and reelected board members! 

Board Convening 

Thank you to Emily and Kaila for
giving us a tour of Sealaska
Heritage Institute's exhibitions
and collections spaces. 

Thank you to the Alaska State
Museum for hosting our board

retreat and to Addison and
Steve for giving us a tour.

Thank you to Beth and Niko at the
Juneau-Douglas City Museum for
giving us a tour of your museum

and collections storage.

Thank you to Mary Ellen for
telling us about the history of
Aunt Claudia's Dolls, a Museum
and showing us the highlights of
the collection. 

In 2022, the Museums Alaska board met in Juneau to reconnect after years of
virtual-only meetings and begin our strategic planning. We were kindly hosted by
the Alaska State Museum and were able to visit four museums and the Juneau Arts
and Humanities Council while we were there.

"The board retreat was made possible in part by a grant from the Strengthening
Organizations program of The Alaska Community Foundation, with support from

the Rasmuson Foundation."

Professional
Development

We hosted 21 virtual
networking events—11 for
emerging museum
professionals and 10 for the
larger professional
community. 

Networking

We co-hosted an eight-
week cohort with First
Alaskans Institute on
Strengthening Museum
Relationships with
Indigenous Peoples.

Cohort

We hosted our first in-
person (and it was hybrid!)
conference since 2019, in
beautiful—slightly rainy—
Valdez, Alaska. 

Conference

Networking

Alaska is a big state, so virtual networking is often the best
way to keep in touch with everyone. Last year, we started an
Emerging Museum Professionals (EMP) network and this
year, we continued to grow our programming by hosting
networking every month as well as SkillShares, where
members presented short how-to's to their fellow EMPs.

We also continued to host our regular networking sessions,
hosting networking meetings every month around a specific
topic. Thank you to everyone who was able to join and say hi! 

Heather McClain and Chloe Nielsen presenting a SkillShare on Archives basics
during an EMP networking session.

First
Alaskans
Institute
Cohort

Participants:
FAI and speakers presenting the first webinar, "Centering Indigenous Knowledge in

Museums".
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Program:

Alaska Native Dialogues on Racial Equality

Alaska Native Governance & Protocols

Centering Indigenous Knowledge Webinar & Discussion

Alaska Native Community Engagement & Trust Building
Webinar & Discussion

Tribal Sovereignty and its Applicability to Museums Webinar
& Discussion

The Necessity of Access to Sacred Objects Webinar &
Discussion

Repatriation and the Treatment of Our Ancestors Webinar &
Discussion

Decolonizing Museums Webinar & Discussion

In 2022, First Alaskans Institute (FAI), a statewide nonprofit
whose purpose is to advance Alaska Natives, worked with
Museums Alaska to host a cohort of museum professionals
committed to reimagining and fostering meaningful
relationships with Alaska’s Tribes and Indigenous peoples. FAI
hosted a series of interactive dialogues customized for
museum professionals through methods that were grounded
in Indigenous values and ways of knowing, incorporating
social technologies to host provocative dialogues that
advanced the needs of Indigenous peoples and partners
statewide. 

Participants learned how to have respectful and meaningful
conversations about racism, equity, stewardship, and other
challenging topics that continually arise in the field.

Participants:

Anchorage Museum

ExhibitAK

Juneau-Douglas City
Museum

Kodiak History Museum

Sheldon Jackson Museum

University of Alaska
Museum of the North

Valdez Museum and
Historical Archive

This project was co-hosted by Museums Alaska and First
Alaskans Institute and was made possible in part by the
Institute of Museum and Library Services.

Museums".

2022
Conference

We hosted our first in-person conference since 2019's
Kodiak conference! This year, we went to Valdez and co-
hosted the conference with our partner, the Valdez Museum
and Historical Archive.

The conference was held on September 19 & 21-24 as a
hybrid conference via Whova and in-person in Valdez. The
theme of this year’s conference was Transitions: Navigating
Change and Moving Forward, and it included two
workshops, one keynote, two roundtables, one networking
event, 12 sessions, and three evening events.

It was great to see everyone who was able to attend in-
person and online!

Amanda Lancaster
Curator of Collections, Alutiiq
Museum & Archaeological
Repository

Angela Demma
Curator of Collections and
Exhibits, Alaska Native
Heritage Center

Alyssa Quintyne
Artist

Amy May
Assistant Professor, UAF

Angela Linn
Senior Collections Manager,
Ethnology & History, UA
Museum of the North

CONFERENCE PRESENTERS

Addison Field
Chief Curator, Alaska
State Museums

Alexis Anoruk Sallee
Film Director, Alexis Sallee
Multimedia

Erika Jayne Christian
Program Coordinator,
Ketchikan Museums

Francesca Du Brock
Chief Curator, Anchorage
Museum

Desiree Ramirez
Museum Specialist,
Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park and Preserve

Faith Revell
Curator of Education and
Public Programs, Valdez
Museum & Historical
Archive

Greg Hill
Audain Senior Curator and
Head of the Department of
Indigenous Art, National
Gallery of Canada

Brooke Ratzat
Photographer

Christine Carpenter
Designer and Project
Manager, ExhibitAK

Benjamin Jacuk
Indigenous Researcher,
Alaska Native Heritage
Center

Chloe Nielsen
Archivist, Anchorage
Museum

Dawn Biddison
Museum Specialist,
Smithsonian Arctic Studies
Center

Megan Koch
Director of Visitor Services
& Marketing, UA Museum
of the North

Monica Garcia-Itchoak
Program Officer, Rasmuson
Foundation

Marie Acemah
Founder / Director, See
Stories

Melissa Shaginoff
Artist & Curator 

Monica Shah
Deputy Director, Collections
& Conservation, Anchorage
Museum

Heather McClain
Archivist, Anchorage
Museum

Lynn Walker
Curator, Kodiak History
Museum

Hayley Chambers
Sr. Curator of Collections,
Ketchikan Museums

Janet Northey
Senior Collections
Manager, Anchorage
Museum

Marcia Lynn
Administrative Marketing
Coordinator, Valdez Museum
& Historical Archive

Shelly Uhlir
Mountmaker, Smithsonian,
National Museum of the
American Indian

Sarah Asper-Smith
Owner, ExhibitAK

Sarah Harrington
Executive Director, Kodiak
History Museum

Nadia Jackinsky Sethi
Program Director,
The CIRI Foundation

Sarah Glass
Senior Program Officer,
Institute of Museum and
Library Services

Sarah Owens
Conservator, Interwoven
Fibers, LLC

Aaron Suring
Media Design, ExhibitAK

"These are the series of galleries [as
seen in the presentation] that
purport to tell the visual history of
Canada and until we inserted 100
works by Indigenous artists there
was never a work by an Indigenous
artist in the Canada gallery. It
seemed revolutionary at the time, it
may not be so much now, which I
think is a good thing."

-Keynote speaker, Greg Hill, Audain Senior
Curator of Indigenous Art at the National
Gallery of Canada

CONFERENCE AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 

Introduction to iMovie and iPad Filmmaking • 9:00am–
1:00pm

Faith Revell, Valdez Museum 

Mannequin Transitions: Sharing approaches to
modifying exhibit forms • 9:00am–5:00pm

Sarah Owens, Interwoven Fibers, LLC; Shelly Uhlir,
National Museum of the American Indian

Angel Project at the Valdez Museum

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

Stories to Tell: Museum Archives as Community
Partner • 10am–11:30am

Heather McClain & Chloe Nielsen, Anchorage
Museum

Museum Sovereignty in Alaska: Case Studies and
Conversation • 3–4:30pm

Dawn Biddison, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center;
Angela Demma, Alaska Native Heritage Center;
Melissa Shaginoff, Artist; Nadia Sethi, The CIRI
Foundation

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

Welcome & Awards • 8:30–9am

Indigenizing the (art) Museum - Keynote • 9:00–10:00am
Greg Hill, National Gallery Canada

10:30am-12:00pm
Access and Equity in the Digital Space

Francesca Du Brock, Anchorage Museum; Alexis
Anoruk Sallee, Artist; Alyssa Quintyne, Artist

Creating a Traveling Primary Source Kit
Faith Revell, Valdez Museum

12:15pm-1:30pm
Administrator's Roundtable

Addison Field, Alaska State Museum

Addressing Visitor Feedback to Controversial Exhibits
Roundtable

Megan Koch, UA Museum of the North

1:45-2:45pm
Diversifying Voices and Stories in Museums - Panel and
Participation

Marie Acemah, See Stories; Greg Hill, National
Gallery Canada; Lynn Walker, Kodiak History
Museum

3:00pm-4:00pm
Bodies in Motion

Marcia Lynn, Valdez Museum

History Afloat: Ketchikan's Old Wooden Boat Project
Brooke Ratzat, Erika Jayne Christian & Hayley
Chambers, Ketchikan Museums

Museums Alaska Annual Meeting • 4:15-5:00pm

Stan Stephens Port Tour • 5:30-7:45pm

ViniYoga and Hot Breakfast at The Whitney • 8:00–
9:30am

Museum and Cultural Organization "Speed Dating" and
Professional Networking • 10:00–11:30am

11:45am-1:00pm
Repatriation and NAGPRA in the 21st Century

Monica Shah, Anchorage Museum; Angela Linn, UA
Museum of the North; Janet Northey, Anchorage
Museum; Amanda Lancaster, Alutiiq Museum 

AMA: Book Publishing
Sarah Asper-Smith, ExhibitAK

2:15pm-3:45pm
Funding Opportunities - Rasmuson Foundation and
IMLS

Monica Garcia-Itchoak, Rasmuson Foundation; Sarah
Glass, IMLS

Putting Your Museum on the Map (Google Map, that is!)
Sarah Asper-Smith, ExhibitAK; Christine Carpenter,
ExhibitAK, Aaron Suring, ExhibitAK; Sarah
Harrington, Kodiak History Museum

A Reindeer in Caribou’s Clothing: Sheldon Jackson’s
Boarding Schools and Structural Violence • 4:00pm-
5:30pm

Benjamin Jacuk, Alaska Native Heritage Center

Valdez Brewery Get Together/Network • 6:00-8:00pm

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 

All Saturday tours in Valdez were canceled due to weather
and a flat tire on the tour van, but the Wrangell-St. Elias
National Park Collections Tour proceeded as planned.

e-Bike tour of Old Town • 10am-12pm
Van Tour of Valdez • 10am-2pm
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Collections Tour • 2:30-
3:30pm

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

"I appreciate being able to attend virtually. It
helped me take care of things here but also

attend the conference."

REGISTERED ATTENDEES79

CONFERENCE STATS

COMMUNITY BOARD POSTS 154

THOUGHT THE CONFERENCE WAS
VERY GOOD OR EXCELLENT75%

Sponsors & Vendors
Thank you to our 2022 conference sponsors and supporters! 

2022 AWARDEES THESE AMAZING MUSEUMS,
SUPPORTERS, & PARTNERS
WERE OUR 2022 AWARDEES! 

Kodiak History Museum staff with their plaque

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE FIELD
Over the past few years, the Kodiak
History Museum has been undergoing
major changes and improvements—from
their renovation and name change
several years ago to beginning the
process to digitize their entire collection.
They have also created a social justice
exhibition model to develop more
community-driven exhibitions, managed
a major asphalt art project for the
community, created a virtual, self-guided
tour to increase access to their building
and exhibits, and made a major move
towards pay equity with a 23% increase in
staff wages earlier this year. 

The Kodiak History Museum has shown they are leaders the field in many areas, especially in
community-engagement, access, and pay equity. All of the initiatives they have implemented
show their innovative spirit in creating new solutions to difficult challenges. It’s been fun to see all
the amazing news coming out of Kodiak, and we’re excited to see what they do next!

Michael Marks and his fan club in Haines (video)

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Hammer Museum initiated Marks’ nomination, but all of the cultural centers and museums in
Haines chimed in to sing his praises for contributions to their own organizations—from the Canal
Community Players & Chilkat Center for the Arts to the Haines Sheldon Museum to the American
Bald Eagle Foundation.

Michael Marks volunteers at every local organization, and he even goes the extra mile to greet the
cruises at the dock and direct them to the cultural organizations in town. By all accounts, he is one
of the best ambassadors for museums and cultural centers in Haines. They’re lucky to have him!

This award went to a very
familiar face in Haines—Michael
Marks. According to every
cultural center in Haines,
Michael Marks is one of their
best volunteers.

Michael gained his appreciation
for arts and cultural
organizations growing up in
New York City. Later in life, he
continued his love and support
for the arts as the Cultural Arts
Supervisor in Santa Clarita.
When he moved to Haines, he
became a cornerstone for local
cultural organizations.

MUSEUM CHAMPION AWARD
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Randall Lamb and Carvel Glenn with Rosemary Carlton (video)

MUSEUM CHAMPION AWARD

Through their encouragement, the Friends of the Sheldon Jackson Museum was able to raise
almost $25,000 to match their generosity last year—building their donor base and growing their
fundraising skills in the process.

Museums Alaska presented the award to Randall Lamb and Carvel Glenn virtually during the
conference. It was such a delight to see Randall and Carvel streaming in from Texas and to hear
the story of how they fell in love with the museum and built such a wonderful relationship with the
Friends of the Sheldon Jackson Museum. We should all be so lucky to have such amazing
supporters who push us to grow.

We were saddened to learn that a few days later, Carvel Glenn passed away. Our thoughts are with
Randall and Carvel's family and loved ones. 

This year’s Museum Champion
award went to Randall Lamb
and Carvel Glenn—two amazing
supporters from Texas who
visited Alaska on a cruise. When
they stopped in Sitka, they were
so inspired by their visit to the
Sheldon Jackson Museum that
they not only gave several
generous gifts over the years,
but in 2021, they also
challenged the Friends of the
Museum to match their latest
donation. 

June Simeonoff Pardue

PRESIDENT'S AWARD FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
The final award, the President's Award for Lifetime
Achievement, went to June Simeonoff Pardue, an
Alutiiq and Inupiaq Master artist born in Old Harbor.
She has worked with museums across the state and
country, and her Alutiiq basketry, grass woven socks
and beadwork can be viewed at the Alutiiq Museum,
the Alaska Native Heritage Center, the Palmer
Museum of History and Art, the Alaska State Museum,
the Autry National Center in Burbank, CA, the Arctic
Studies Center in Main, and various other museums
around the world.

“I personally had the pleasure of working with June
while I was the Executive Director at the Palmer
Museum of History and Art,” said Selena Ortega-
Chiolero, Board President of Museums Alaska. “ She
was the first Alaska Native artist I ever had the
pleasure of working with. Not only was she kind and
generous with the sharing of her cultural knowledge
but she was eager and had an open heart to those
who wanted to learn more about Alaska Native
culture and heritage. It was my honor to present the
President’s Award for Lifetime Achievement to June.”

Other Programming  &
Partnerships

We managed two grant
programs in partnership with
Rasmuson Foundation. 

Grants

We participated virtually in
three national Advocacy
Days.

Advocacy 

We partnered on several
major statewide initiatives
and programs. 

Partnership Programs

Grants

In 2022, Museums Alaska was awarded a new Tier 2 grant
with Rasmuson Foundation to begin in 2023. Through this
grant, Museums Alaska will receive $350,000 every year for
three years to re-grant to museums and cultural centers
across Alaska through the Alaska Art Fund program and the
Collections Management Fund program.

This is a continuation of two long-standing partnership.
grants that Museums Alaska developed with and manages
for Rasmuson Foundation. 

Ciqlluakcak- Sugpiaq Subterranean Sod House (PWS Dialect), model house, made
by Andrew Abyo for the Ilanka Cultural Center. Image by Teal Hansen.

TOTAL FUNDS DISBURSED$325,339.48

2022 GRANTS STATS

GRANTS AWARDED38

AAF GRANTS AWARDED TO 11
ORGANIZATIONS 23

ARTISTS SUPPORTED THROUGH AAF19

CMF GRANTS AWARDED TO 14
ORGANIZATIONS15

CMF RECIPIENTS 

$20,000 - The Alaska Native Heritage
Center is executing a thorough inspection,
cleaning, and maintenance project for its
Southeast Alaskan totem pole originally
carved by Nathan Jackson.

$18,161 - The Alaska State Museum is using
collaborative methods to establish and
execute the most up-to-date gut
conservation treatments and exhibition
techniques in the museum field while
providing a model of inclusive collections
care practice.

$14,972 - The University of Alaska Museum
of the North is undertaking a
comprehensive rehousing and stabilization
project on the 54-piece flag collection held
by the Ethnology & History department.

$12,719.50 - The Fairbanks Children’s
Museum is repairing two of their most
popular permanent exhibitions—the
AirMaze and bubble tubes.

$8,437 - The Aunt Claudia’s Dolls, a Museum
is hiring a conservator for thorough in-
person advice and training to establish
collections management protocols for
routine care of the Northern Indigenous Doll
Collection.

$5,859.48 - The Anchorage Museum is
hiring consultants to train collections care
staff how to produce quality standardized
photographs of museum collections using
practical and innovative skills and
equipment. This training will be open to all
local museums.

$4,333.33 - The Pioneer Air Museum is
installing UV blocking film on all 12 of the
museum’s exterior windows, as well as the 5
glass panes enclosing the museum’s public
exhibition case located at the Fairbanks
International Airport.

Round 1 Grants - $84,482.31 Round 2 Grants - $127,314.17

$13,850 - The Anchorage Museum is
providing conservation assistance to
recently exposed and damaged cultural
heritage from the Nunalleq site and train
community members and staff of the
Nunalleq Cultural Center.

$8,302.75 - Ketchikan Museums is replacing
the last of the 1980's and 1990's inefficient,
incandescent lighting in the lower level
gallery of the Totem Heritage Center,
allowing them to meet light level standards
and provide a higher level of collections
care.

$19,913.36 - The Alutiiq Museum &
Archaeological Repository is moving
collections off-site, starting with stone
artifacts stored in the basement, in
preparations for the renovation of AMAR
facilities starting in mid-2023.

$19,985.91 - The Eagle Historical Society and
Museums is assessing and conserving a pair
of moosehide drapes and seven ecclesiastic
textiles that have been in use or displayed
since 1899/1900 in Eagle's historic St Paul's
Church.

$9,342.15 - The Museum of the Aleutians is
completing an inventory, cataloging,
photographing, and rehousing project for
their World War II Artifact Collection.

$19,920 - The Aleutian Pribilof Islands
Association is working with a conservator to
provide professional treatment for 12
baskets, assess 16 culturally significant
items, and provide staff preventative care
training.

$20,000 - The Alaska Law Enforcement
Museum is working with a conservator to
complete an assessment survey of the
textiles and clothing in their collection and
to host a workshop on the care of textiles
and clothing for themselves and several
local museums.

$16,000 - The Cape Fox Cultural Foundation
is moving 1899 Edward H. Harriman
Expedition artifacts—repatriated by the
Sanyaa Kwáan belonging to the Teikweidi
and Neix.ádi clans. They are currently in a
location with insufficient protection from
the elements and will be moved to a safer
location.

The Collections Management Fund, established in 2013 in partnership with Rasmuson
Foundation, responds to needs of the Alaska museum community to enhance
collections management through professional expertise, training, and access to
conservation materials and supplies.

AAF RECIPIENTS 

$6,500 - The Ilanka Cultural Center is
commissioning Eyak & Sugpiaq Housing
Models, three indigenous house models to
be crafted by Sugpiaq artist, Andrew Abyo
to be used for a variety of educational
purposes to improve traditional
understanding.

$5,500 - The Alutiiq Museum &
Archaeological Repository is acquiring
Kadiak, an oil on canvas painting by Kodiak
Alutiiq artist Alvin Eli Amason. The painting
depicts a person inspired by Alutiiq
community members, a unique subject
matter for Amason, who usually paints
animals.

$5,500 - The Alutiiq Museum &
Archaeological Repository is acquiring
Matriarchs in the Making, Afognak 1950s, an
oil on canvas painting by Kodiak Alutiiq
Artist Gloria Selby that will assist the
museum in telling recent Alutiiq stories.
Selby’s painting will help them interpret
Alutiiq village life and share a story of
persistence, resilience, and connection.

$3,700 - The Sheldon Jackson Museum is
acquiring Midsummer Moon Mask, a fusion
of artist Allie High's own Alutiiq, Tshimshian,
and Haida background and her
simultaneous nod to Alaska Native women's
traditions and her family's roots in Ninilchik.
The mask will be the second contemporary
mask in the collection carved by a woman
and it is the only one with such diverse array
of Alaska Native cultures in a single work of
art.

$3,000 - The Alutiiq Museum &
Archaeological Repository is acquiring
Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women
Headdress, a beaded headdress by Alutiiq
artist Kayla Christiansen McDermott.
Indigenous women make up about 1% of the
United States population, but they are
murdered at ten times the rate of other
citizens. McDermott’s headdress tells this
story.

$3,000 - The Alutiiq Museum &
Archaeological Repository is acquiring Bird
Mask Hat, a festival garment stitched by
Kodiak Alutiiq artist Cassey Rowland. Using
the hat, the museum can discuss skin
sewing, material use, and garment design
along with other related stories.

$3,000 - The Anchorage Museum is
acquiring Sylva, a mask created by
Tsimshian, Haida, Sugpiaq, and Russian
artist Allie High. The piece will be a unique
addition to their collection as it is a mask
created by a female Indigenous carver and
represents the artist’s blended heritage so
beautifully.

$3,000 - The Anchorage Museum is
acquiring The Far Edge of Summer, an
acrylic painting of the forest floor by Gail
Priday. Priday’s unusual approach to
landscape painting makes the work a
compelling addition to exhibitions about
the contemporary North, climate change,
gender in the North, as well as programs
and research dealing with forest ecology,
the boreal biome, forest fire, and fungi.

$1,900 - The Alaska State Museum is
acquiring Ben Huff's image Seven Doors of
Doom, which is the keystone of a series of
images entitled Atomic Island. The pictured
WWII and Cold War Naval outpost on the
Aleutian island of Adak tells a complex story
of our westernmost front against
communism, and the people who live
among the remnants of our past military
ambitions.

$1,500 - The Talkeetna Historical Society is
acquiring High Country Grizzly, an oil pastel
by David Totten, who was an important and
popular artist in Talkeetna for over 20 years.
This painting will expand their
contemporary art collection and will be the
first painting in their collection by Totten.

$1,250 - The Anchorage Museum is
acquiring Impermafrost and Lichen Cross-
Section, small-scale collages created by Gail
Priday from painted and cut paper. The
pieces depict different aspects of the
Northern environment at a
cellular/microbial level. These collages will
help tell the story of climate change using a
visual language that also represents a shift
in how artists are grappling with depicting
landscape.

$650 - The Alaska State Museum is
acquiring Cody Swanson’s Dipnetters, a
pinhole photograph made using a camera
constructed from a cast of the artist's head.
The print, ink on gelatin silver, was then
altered with mixed media to express
fantasies and memories within the
landscape. The photographic process and
the hand manipulation of the print is so
unique that the museum feels that it will be
a valuable addition to their photography
collection.

$643 - The Talkeetna Historical Society is
acquiring Aurora Guitar, a mosaic guitar by
Rose Jenne, who has became famous locally
for abstract mosaic on musical instruments,
tables, postal boxes and even Xtratuf boots.
The guitar will allow the museum to talk
about the importance of music and art in
the local community and also talk about an
important local elder and her contributions
to the community over the last 50 years.

Round 1 Grants - $39,143 Round 2 Grants - $74,400

$9,000 - The Alutiiq Museum &
Archeological Repository is commissioning
a contemporary snow-falling parka from
Kodiak Alutiiq Elder and master skin sewer
Susan Malutin to fill a significant gap in their
collection.

$3,000 - Ketchikan Museums is acquiring
Killerwhale Spirit Button Robe Collar, by
Janice L. Jackson (Aanchgwanutk') to fill a
significant gap in their collection.

$1,200 - The Museum of the Aleutians is
commissioning a woven grass basket from
Akutan weaver Antoinette (Tina) Kudrin
Gauen depicting the Islands of the Fours
Mountains, a sacred place to the Unangax^.
The piece will fill a gap in their basket
collection.

$10,000 - The Anchorage Museum is
commissioning a large-scale 3’ x 5’
woodblock print by Iñupiaq artist Sarah
Ayaqi Whalen-Lunn depicting a woman
bound and tethered by ropes, hanging from
a uterus. The piece was created as a
reflection of “current issues and how
women’s bodies are used against them,”
and is being added to the Anchorage
Museum’s collection to represent an artist’s
response to the historic 2022 Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization
Supreme Court ruling.

$5,000 - The Alaska State Museum is
acquiring This One by artist Sara Tabbert,
consisting of two 20"x16" cradled panels, of
natural and dyed veneer on carved panel,
relief printing. The acquisition will fufill the
museum’s goal of collecting a Tabbert piece,
expanding their woodworking and relief
carving collection, and enhancing their
collection of artists outside of SE Alaska.

$35,000 - The Alaska Native Heritage Center
is acquiring the piece, Indian Children
Bracelets, by preeminent Tlingit and
Unangax artist, Nicholas Galanin. The
engraved artwork is a resurfaced pair of tiny
handcuffs that visually conceptualize the
removal of Indigenous children from their
families during the Boarding School era
(1860-1978). The piece will fill several gaps in
their collection and assist them in telling the
story of the Boarding School era. 

$1,200 - The Cordova Museum is acquiring
Mt Eccles, a large 31” x 55” energetic, mixed
media painting by Sharlene Cline with
beautiful brushwork of Mt. Eccles, a
signature Cordova Mountain. The piece will
enhance their collection as it features a
medium not currently represented in their
collection and the painting is of an iconic,
local geographical feature.

$10,000 - The Aleutian Pribilof Islands
Association is commissioning a set of four
traditional visors by Alaskan artist Okalena
Patricia Lekanoff-Gregory. In Southwestern
Alaska, there are very few of these
traditional visors in the communities, so the
organization is building their traditional arts
collection to display and share these
commissions with tribal members and
aspiring artists in their communities.

Since 2003, Museums Alaska has administered the Art Acquisition Fund (AAF) in
partnership with Rasmuson Foundation, a program to support Alaskan museums in
their efforts to acquire contemporary art created by living Alaskan artists. In 2022, the Art
Acquisition Fund was renamed the Alaska Art Fund (AAF) to account for the expanded
nature of the program.

Advocacy

In 2022, Museums Alaska participated in three virtual
advocacy days: Museums Advocacy Day, Historic Preservation
Advocacy Day, and the Advocacy Day for Humanities.

We met with our three national representatives' offices to
advocate for funding for IMLS, NEA, NEH, NPS, and for tax
incentives for donations.

We also thanked our representatives for supporting COVID
relief funding, which was instrumental in keeping our
museums and cultural centers running during the shutdown.

Our representatives and their staffers were receptive to our
asks, and all of the national endowments and organizations
received higher rates of funding in the next fiscal year. 

Patricia Relay, Bethany Buckingham Follett, Trish Neal, and Dixie Clough meeting
with Senator Murkowski and her staff for Museum Advocacy Day.

IMLS FUNDING

We asked for $54.5 million in FY 2022
funding for the IMLS Office of Museum
Services (the House-passed and Senate
draft level), a much needed increase of
$14 million, and for a robust funding
increase for FY 2023. This funding would
allow OMS to increase its grant capacity
for museums, funds which museums
needed to help recover from the
pandemic and continue to serve our
communities. This substantial funding
increase was still shy of the high demand
of more than $154 million in highly-rated
grant applications the agency received
in FY 2021. 

We also asked that funding be included
for the agency to explore establishing a
roadmap to strengthen the structural
support for a museum Grants-to-States
program administered by OMS, as
authorized by the Museum and Library
Services Act [20 U.S.C. Section 9173(a)(4)]
in addition to the agency’s current direct
grants to museums.

TAX POLICY

Due to the pandemic, Congress created a
temporary provision allowing non-
itemizers to deduct up to $300 for
individuals, $600 for couples, and the
number of small gifts increased
enormously as a result. Unfortunately, the
provision expired at the end of 2021. We
asked that it be extended in 2022.

Second, we them to support the efforts to
expand the IRA Charitable Rollover by
allowing seniors to make tax-free gifts to
charitable annuities. The House had
already included this language in its
version of the “Secure 2.0” retirement
reform bill, which will come to the floor
later this year. The Senate bill was still in
committee and did not yet have the
language.

COVID-19 RELIEF

We asked for additional funds for
museums’ relief and recovery for the
Small Business Administration’s (SBA)
Shuttered Venue Operators Grant
(SVOG) program, as well as for the
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
for museums ineligible for SVOG due
to its requirement that museums have
“fixed seating. In unity with the
broader nonprofit sector we also asked
to strengthen charitable giving
incentives to ensure that nonprofits,
including museums, have the
resources to serve their communities. 

NEH FUNDING

We urged Congress to provide robust
funding in FY 2023 for the National
Endowment for the Humanities. For
the past five years, the NEH had
received small, but steady increases in
funding. Even still, when adjusted for
inflation, the NEH’s funding had
decreased by more than 20 percent
since 2010.

A modest amount of federal
investment catalyzes private, local
support for the humanities. NEH
grantees are often able to leverage
their awards for greater, local
investment. In addition, NEH’s
investments in museums and historic
sites around the country have played a
key role in developing local tourist
economies.

https://2022-museums-alaska-annual-report.my.canva.site/_link/?link=https%3A%2F%2Fmuseumsalaska.org%2FAlaska-Art-Fund%2F&target=fkNTYBOPaY1YrjaK9fZAPuFn7cSU0I2D77xMP3soJb9%2BLEuyA7p3kV%2FprQUAlIWLLNX%2BlIzw6es4wE2mJG3U9%2FKAixKaz2qnEWAKfxHuagrlc9FtnrDBBTpkMmYcPD86eIamKx5L9waANoID58elUlLoTooxM7mAiTta&iv=CvUYnr8oW0eb4VT4


HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
FUNDING

We requested $150 million in funding for
the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF),
which represents full funding for the HPF.
The request included significant increases
for State and Tribal Historic Preservation
Offices, and increases to critically
important competitive grant programs.

We also requested funding for the
semiquincentennial grant program to
preserve historical sites commemorating
the 250th Anniversary of the United States
of America.

NARA FUNDING

We urged Congress to provide robust
funding in FY 2023 for the operating
expenses of the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) and for
the National Historical Publications and
Records Commission (NHPRC), the grant-
making arm of the agency.

Increased federal spending for the
National Archives is necessary to manage,
preserve, and make accessible the federal
government’s records. NARA’s budget has
either decreased or been stagnant in
recent years even as its responsibilities
have grown.

The NHPRC’s budget had seen small
increases in recent years, but its capacity
had not recovered from major reductions
after FY 2011.

Partnership
Programs 

In 2022, Museums Alaska partnered with a variety of Alaska
organizations to complete important statewide initiatives
including grant-funded internships for museums across the
state, a survey to discover collections related to Alaska Native
Boarding Schools, and emergency management planning. 

Representatives from organizations across Alaska at the Fairbanks convening to
discuss the creation of a cultural heritage emergency network.

INTERNSHIPS

Through this partnership project with
the Alaska State Museum, we provided
high quality, enriching internships
funded at the living-wage level for eight
graduate students at the following
museums:

Alutiiq Museum
Juneau Douglas City Museum
Ketchikan Museums
Museum of the Aleutians
Pioneer Air Museum
Port Alexander Historical Society
Valdez Museum & Historical Archive
Wasilla Museum

Interns received a stipend of $6,400 for
and ten-week internship and museums
received $1,000 to help pay for housing.

This project was co-managed by the
Alaska State Museum and Museums
Alaska and was made possible in part
by the Institute of Museum and Library
Services.

ALASKA NATIVE
BOARDING SCHOOL
COLLECTIONS
SURVEY

This initiative was created and supported
by Museums Alaska, the Alaska Native
Heritage Center, the Alaska State
Libraries, Archives, and Museums, the
Alaska Library Association, and the Alaska
Historical Society. 

We sent a survey to museums, libraries,
and archives across the state to discover
which organizations have or do not have
collections related to Alaska Native
Boarding Schools.

The goal is to create a database of
collections that are related to Alaska
Native boarding schools and orphanages,
so government, academic, and family
researchers can locate and access all
known resources. 

PACO

Through the Preparing Alaska's
Cultural Organizations for
Emergencies (PACO) program, staff at
collecting institutions across Alaska
were able to access training and
coaching resources that enhanced
Alaska's disaster preparedness and
resiliency.

In partnership with the Alaska State
Museum, Museums Alaska received a
subgrant to manage the travel
funding for the in-person fire
emergency management training
programs in Juneau, Wasilla, and
Fairbanks.

Museums Alaska managed
reimbursements for travel and per
diem, and booked hotels and
purchased catering for the contractors
and participants in all three cities.

AHEN

Through the PACO program, the Alaska
State Museum worked to bring together
statewide leaders in cultural heritage
organizations and conservation for a one-
day convening in Fairbanks after the in-
person PACO workshop.

During the workshop, participants
discussed the possibility of creating a
statewide emergency planning and
response network for libraries, archives,
cultural centers, and museums.

It was decided in this meeting to name
the network the Alaska Heritage
Emergency Network (AHEN) and to begin
working the structure, purpose, and
programming for the network in 2023.

PACO and the AHEN convening were made possible in part by a major grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities: Democracy demands wisdom.

Thank you to our Members & Donors 
We couldn't do what we do without you! 

Alaska Botanical
Garden, Inc.
Alaska State Council
on the Arts
Alaska State Museums
Aleutian Pribilof
Islands Assn.
Alpine Historical
Society
American Bald Eagle
Foundation
Anchorage Museum
Aunt Claudia's Dolls, a
Museum
Bristol Bay Historical
Society
Clausen Memorial
Museum
Cooper Landing
Historical Society and
Museum
Eagle Historical
Society and Museums
Friends of Sheldon
Jackson Museum
Haines Sheldon
Museum
Hammer Museum
Homer Society of
Natural History, Inc
Juneau-Douglas City
Museum
Ketchikan Museums
Kodiak Maritime
Museum
McCarthy-Kennicott
Historical Museum
Municipality of
Anchorage - Public Art
Program
Museum  of the
Aleutians
Museum of Alaska
Transportation &
Industry
Palmer Museum of
History and Art
Pioneer Air Museum
Preservation Alaska
Resurrection Bay
Historical Society
Sealaska Heritage
Institute
Sitka Historical Society
& Museum
Skagway Museum
Talkeetna Historical
Society
Tanana-Yukon
Historical Society
Tenakee Historical
Collection
UA Museum of the
North
Valdez Museum &
Historical Archive
Association, Inc.
Wasilla Museum and
Visitor Center
Willow Historic and
Wildlife Foundation
Wrangell Museum

Kimberly Arthur
Sarah Asper-Smith
Robert Banghart
Scott Bartlett
Heather Beggs
Meghan Belin
Laurie Berg
Stephanie Black
Savanna Bradley
Marina Briggs
Bethany Buckingham
Follett
Christine Carpenter
Ellen Carrlee
Hayley Chambers
Patricia Chesbro
Elizabeth Jane Cook
Francesca Du Brock
Shannon Easterly
Bethany Follett
Patience Frederiksen
Monica Garcia-Itchoak
Andrew Garner
Andrew Goldstein
Anjuli Grantham
Karl Gurcke
Kelly Gwynn
Michael Hawfield
Sara Hay
Sheila Hernandez
Ron Inouye
Cynthia Jones
Don Kiely
Art Koeninger
Amanda Lancaster
Darian LaTocha
Angela Linn
Donna Matthews
Heather McClain
Katie Myers
Janet Northey
Michael O'Meara
Selena Ortega-Chiolero
Dave Pahl
Patricia Partnow
Nicole Peters
Sara Piasecki
Desiree Ramirez
Ariel Rolfe
James Rose
Nadia Sethi
Monica Shah
Cathy Sherman
Scott Shirar
Christine Smith
Amy Steffian
Kailee Van Zile
Alice Watterson

Sarah Asper-Smith
Scott Bartlett
Sam Bornstein
Bethany Buckingham
Follett
Susan Deyoe
Terry Dickey and
Wanda Chin
Bethany Follett
Karl Gurcke
Kelly Gwynn
Sarah Harrington
Heather McClain
Patricia Neal
Selena Ortega-Chiolero
Sarah Owens
Amy Phillips-Chan
Betany Porter
Patricia Relay
Amy Steffian

Individual
Members

Organizational
Members Donors

Alaska Community
Foundation

Alaska State Museum
via Grant-In-Aid

Institute of Museum
and Library Services
(via the Alaska State
Library)

National Endowment
for the Humanities (via
a subgrant from the
Alaska State Museum)

Rasmuson Foundation

Grantmakers

2022 STATS

Thank you to all of our 2022
members!

Members
We love our Facebook

followers!

Facebook Fans
Wow! Our Facebook

posts went far!

Facebook Reach

Hello to our awesome
Instagram followers!

Instagram Fans 
Woo-hoo! So many ways
to stay in touch with us!

Email Subscribers
Doing the most to keep

everyone up-to-date!

Emails Sent

Thank you to everyone who
went above and beyond

with a donation!

Donors
We have one staff

member working with
our awesome board to

make everything
happen! 

Staff Member
Thank you to our

amazing board members
who do so much for us! 

Board Members

95 1,219 133,464

29372628

19 1 9

Operating
Income

Most of our operating income
came from grants: from
Rasmuson Foundation,
through the ARPA grants,
Grant-In-Aid, and a subgrant
through the PACO program. 

Rasmuson Foundation
61.9%

Other Grants
26.5%

Membership
8%

Donations
3.4%

Wages & Taxes
71.8%

Accounting
15.5%

Travel & Meetings
6.8%

Other
5.9%Operating

Expenses

Most of our operating expenses
consisted of wages and taxes,
accounting fees,  expenses
related to professional
development, travel, and board
meetings, and other expenses
such as insurance, phone and
internet, banking fees,
association dues, and supplies. 

CMF
$211,796.48

AAF
$113,543

PACO Workshops
$64,341.33

Internships
$59,200

Pass Through
Funding

In 2022, we disbursed a record
amount of funding—
$448,880.81—to the museum
and cultural center community:
from paid internships and
emergency management
workshop travel funds to our
annual AAF and CMF grants. 

Thank
You!

Our museum and cultural center
community is the absolute best!

It's a pleasure to serve you all.

Follow us online

625 C ST, 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99501

Contact Us

907-371-4348

director@museumsalaska.org

Tuesday to Friday
9:00 am to 5:30 pm

Office Hours

museumsalaska.org

Terms & Support Designed with

https://2022-museums-alaska-annual-report.my.canva.site/_link/?link=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeB9KEMxBg-mIXRIWxmmSG7gQNYzGjRkf8Lf03UNA-iDjyTaA%2Fviewform&target=l%2F7rhVmA7nS%2Bc6JvAtoQlZJdcRRNWJ1n7U0P77zj5XFUcXM7mlx1AlitJWqbu5%2FnA2m9WAB%2BzGRKNQlEWcc8X4o3f8CeMwLOnCoLzTaVTkzXda1Tuo9IIY1%2BCxYDWAvF4FQQU%2Fl%2BG8ZJznh3RyJKPyIFD%2FSAEND5hQSW9t9wigcrViaW2HHTRsVYmzNrsWD7JC49i%2BfjKdPPDWFnvASpTEgUs8H2aQuNzo%2FHXBel0UXzGViI&iv=DBeJhqo5GxoFKcBu
https://2022-museums-alaska-annual-report.my.canva.site/_link/?link=https%3A%2F%2Flam.alaska.gov%2Fpacoinfo&target=ODPLAasiOEDa%2BiTXxgKmObDwNQyF%2F1TYO2yZhQcvcfLEcifQHPTr%2Badjz8WeFmeujq04NWJcAEa4b7jPLXmHnhObdWUbnv6umpAHoGiBvLm6V6z36zsBjS2Ma3keLZG3y5DqODUzfZ5KJeT9s%2BpOcA%3D%3D&iv=sem9Q7i2x78fI%2FqS

